1st Scripture July 26, 2026
Luke 1:68-72
‘Blessed be the Lord God of Israel,
for he has looked favorably on his people and redeemed them.
He has raised up a mighty savior for us in the house of his servant David,
as he spoke through the mouth of his holy prophets from of old,
that we would be saved from our enemies and from the hand of all who hate us.
Thus he has shown the mercy promised to our ancestors,

and has remembered his holy covenant.

This is the Word of the Lord! Thanks be to God!



2" Scripture July 26, 2026
Esther 7:1-10; Esther 9:20-27

So the king and Haman went in to feast with Queen Esther. On the second day, as they were
drinking wine, the king again said to Esther, ‘What is your petition, Queen Esther? It shall be
granted you. And what is your request? Even to the half of my kingdom, it shall be fulfilled.’
Then Queen Esther answered, ‘If [ have won your favor, O king, and if it pleases the king, let
my life be given me—that is my petition—and the lives of my people—that is my request. For
we have been sold, I and my people, to be destroyed, to be killed, and to be annihilated. If we
had been sold merely as slaves, men and women, I would have held my peace; but no enemy
can compensate for this damage to the king.” Then King Ahasuerus said to Queen Esther,
‘Who is he, and where is he, who has presumed to do this?’ Esther said, ‘A foe and enemy, this
wicked Haman!” Then Haman was terrified before the king and the queen. The king rose from
the feast in wrath and went into the palace garden, but Haman stayed to beg his life from
Queen Esther, for he saw that the king had determined to destroy him. When the king returned
from the palace garden to the banquet hall, Haman had thrown himself on the couch where
Esther was reclining; and the king said, ‘Will he even assault the queen in my presence, in my
own house?’ As the words left the mouth of the king, they covered Haman’s face. Then
Harbona, one of the eunuchs in attendance on the king, said, ‘Look, the very gallows that
Haman has prepared for Mordecai, whose word saved the king, stands at Haman’s house, fifty
cubits high.” And the king said, ‘Hang him on that.” So they hanged Haman on the gallows that
he had prepared for Mordecai. Then the anger of the king abated.

Continued...



Mordecai recorded these things, and sent letters to all the Jews who were in all the provinces of
King Ahasuerus, both near and far, enjoining them that they should keep the fourteenth day of
the month Adar and also the fifteenth day of the same month, year by year, as the days on
which the Jews gained relief from their enemies, and as the month that had been turned for
them from sorrow into gladness and from mourning into a holiday; that they should make them
days of feasting and gladness, days for sending gifts of food to one another and presents to the
poor. So the Jews adopted as a custom what they had begun to do, as Mordecai had written to

them.

Haman son of Hammedatha the Agagite, the enemy of all the Jews, had plotted against the
Jews to destroy them, and had cast Pur—that is, ‘the lot’—to crush and destroy them; but when
Esther came before the king, he gave orders in writing that the wicked plot that he had devised
against the Jews should come upon his own head, and that he and his sons should be hanged on
the gallows. Therefore these days are called Purim, from the word Pur. Thus because of all that
was written in this letter, and of what they had faced in this matter, and of what had happened
to them, the Jews established and accepted as a custom for themselves and their descendants
and all who joined them, that without fail they would continue to observe these two days every

year, as it was written and at the time appointed.

This is the Word of the Lord! Thanks be to God!



