1st Scripture March 15, 2026

Psalm 51 NRSV

Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love;
according to your abundant mercy blot out my transgressions.

Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin.

For I know my transgressions, and my sin is ever before me.
Against you, you alone, have I sinned, and done what is evil in your sight,
so that you are justified in your sentence and blameless when you pass judgement.

Indeed, I was born guilty, a sinner when my mother conceived me.

You desire truth in the inward being; therefore teach me wisdom in my secret heart.
Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow.
Let me hear joy and gladness; let the bones that you have crushed rejoice.

Hide your face from my sins, and blot out all my iniquities.

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put a new and right spirit within me.
Do not cast me away from your presence, and do not take your holy spirit from me.

Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and sustain in me a willing spirit.
Then I will teach transgressors your ways, and sinners will return to you.

Deliver me from bloodshed, O God, O God of my salvation,

and my tongue will sing aloud of your deliverance.

Continued...



O Lord, open my lips, and my mouth will declare your praise.
For you have no delight in sacrifice; if [ were to give a burnt-offering,
you would not be pleased. The sacrifice acceptable to God is a broken spirit;
a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise.
Do good to Zion in your good pleasure; rebuild the walls of Jerusalem,
then you will delight in right sacrifices, in burnt-offerings and whole burnt-offerings;

then bulls will be offered on your altar.

This is the Word of the Lord! Thanks be to God!
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Then they seized him and led him away, bringing him into the high priest's house, and Peter
was following at a distance. And when they had kindled a fire in the middle of the courtyard
and sat down together, Peter sat down among them. Then a servant girl, seeing him as he sat in
the light and looking closely at him, said, “This man also was with him.” But he denied it,
saying, “Woman, I do not know him.” And a little later someone else saw him and said, “You
also are one of them.” But Peter said, “Man, I am not.” And after an interval of about an hour
still another insisted, saying, “Certainly this man also was with him, for he too is a Galilean.”
But Peter said, “Man, I do not know what you are talking about.” And immediately, while he
was still speaking, the rooster crowed. And the Lord turned and looked at Peter. And Peter
remembered the saying of the Lord, how he had said to him, “Before the rooster crows today,

you will deny me three times.” And he went out and wept bitterly.

Now the men who were holding Jesus in custody were mocking him as they beat him. They also
blindfolded him and kept asking him, “Prophesy! Who is it that struck you?”” And they said

many other things against him, blaspheming him.

When day came, the assembly of the elders of the people gathered together, both chief priests
and scribes. And they led him away to their council, and they said, “If you are the Christ, tell
us.” But he said to them, “If I tell you, you will not believe, and if I ask you, you will not
answer. But from now on the Son of Man shall be seated at the right hand of the power of God.”
So they all said, “Are you the Son of God, then?” And he said to them, “You say that [ am.”
Then they said, “What further testimony do we need? We have heard it ourselves from his own

lips.”



