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1st Scripture    March 8, 2026 

Romans 8:22-27  NRSV 

 We know that the whole creation has been groaning in labor pains until now; and not only the 

creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we 

wait for adoption, the redemption of our bodies. For in hope we were saved. Now hope that is 

seen is not hope. For who hopes for what is seen? But if we hope for what we do not see, we 

wait for it with patience. 

 

 Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought, 

but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words. And God, who searches the 

heart, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints 

according to the will of God. 

 

This is the Word of the Lord!     Thanks be to God! 
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2nd Scripture   March 8, 2026 

Luke 22:39-53  ESV  

 

And he came out and went, as was his custom, to the Mount of Olives, and the disciples 

followed him. And when he came to the place, he said to them, “Pray that you may not enter 

into temptation.” And he withdrew from them about a stone's throw, and knelt down and 

prayed, saying, “Father, if you are willing, remove this cup from me. Nevertheless, not my will, 

but yours, be done.” And there appeared to him an angel from heaven, strengthening 

him. And being in agony he prayed more earnestly; and his sweat became like great drops of 

blood falling down to the ground. And when he rose from prayer, he came to the disciples and 

found them sleeping for sorrow, and he said to them, “Why are you sleeping? Rise and pray that 

you may not enter into temptation.” 

While he was still speaking, there came a crowd, and the man called Judas, one of the twelve, 

was leading them. He drew near to Jesus to kiss him, but Jesus said to him, “Judas, would you 

betray the Son of Man with a kiss?” And when those who were around him saw what would 

follow, they said, “Lord, shall we strike with the sword?” And one of them struck the servant of 

the high priest and cut off his right ear. But Jesus said, “No more of this!” And he touched his 

ear and healed him. Then Jesus said to the chief priests and officers of the temple and elders, 

who had come out against him, “Have you come out as against a robber, with swords and 

clubs? When I was with you day after day in the temple, you did not lay hands on me. But this 

is your hour, and the power of darkness.”                                                                                                            


