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And when the time came for their purification according to the Law of Moses, they brought him up to
Jerusalem to present him to the Lord (as it is written in the Law of the Lord, “Every male who first
opens the womb shall be called holy to the Lord”) and to offer a sacrifice according to what is said

in the Law of the Lord, ““a pair of turtledoves, or two young pigeons.” Now there was a man in
Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, and this man was righteous and devout, waiting for the
consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. And it had been revealed to him by the Holy
Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord's Christ. And he came in the Spirit into
the temple, and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him according to the custom of

the Law, he took him up in his arms and blessed God and said,

“Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace,
according to your word;
for my eyes have seen your salvation
that you have prepared in the presence of all peoples,
a light for revelation to the Gentiles,

and for glory to your people Israel.”

And his father and his mother marveled at what was said about him. And Simeon blessed them and said
to Mary his mother, “Behold, this child is appointed for the fall and rising of many in Israel, and for a
sign that is opposed (and a sword will pierce through your own soul also), so that thoughts from many

hearts may be revealed.”

And there was a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was advanced in
years, having lived with her husband seven years from when she was a virgin, and then as a widow
until she was eighty-four. She did not depart from the temple, worshiping with fasting and prayer night
and day. And coming up at that very hour she began to give thanks to God and to speak of him to all

who were waiting for the redemption of Jerusalem.

This is the Word of the Lord! Thanks be to God!
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As they heard these things, he proceeded to tell a parable, because he was near to Jerusalem, and
because they supposed that the kingdom of God was to appear immediately. He said therefore, “A
nobleman went into a far country to receive for himself a kingdom and then return. Calling ten of his
servants, he gave them ten minas, and said to them, ‘Engage in business until I come.’ But his citizens
hated him and sent a delegation after him, saying, ‘We do not want this man to reign over us.” When he
returned, having received the kingdom, he ordered these servants to whom he had given the money to
be called to him, that he might know what they had gained by doing business. The first came before
him, saying, ‘Lord, your mina has made ten minas more.” And he said to him, ‘Well done, good
servant! Because you have been faithful in a very little, you shall have authority over ten cities.” And
the second came, saying, ‘Lord, your mina has made five minas.” And he said to him, ‘And you are to
be over five cities.” Then another came, saying, ‘Lord, here is your mina, which I kept laid away in a
handkerchief; for I was afraid of you, because you are a severe man. You take what you did not
deposit, and reap what you did not sow.” He said to him, ‘I will condemn you with your own

words, you wicked servant! You knew that I was a severe man, taking what I did not deposit and
reaping what I did not sow? Why then did you not put my money in the bank, and at my coming I
might have collected it with interest?” And he said to those who stood by, ‘Take the mina from him,
and give it to the one who has the ten minas.” And they said to him, ‘Lord, he has ten minas!” ‘I tell
you that to everyone who has, more will be given, but from the one who has not, even what he has will
be taken away. But as for these enemies of mine, who did not want me to reign over them, bring them

here and slaughter them before me.’”

This is the Word of the Lord! Thanks be to God!



