1st Scripture December 21, 2025
Matthew 1:18-24 NRSV
Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been
engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be with child from the Holy
Spirit. Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her to public
disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of
the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, ‘Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take
Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her 1s from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son,
and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” All this took place

to fulfil what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet:

‘Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,

and they shall name him Emmanuel’, which means, ‘God is with us.’
When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him;
he took her as his wife

This is the Word of the Lord! Thanks be to God!



2" Scripture December 21, 2025
Luke 18:35-19:10 ESV

As he drew near to Jericho, a blind man was sitting by the roadside begging. And hearing a
crowd going by, he inquired what this meant. They told him, “Jesus of Nazareth is passing

by.” And he cried out, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!” And those who were in

front rebuked him, telling him to be silent. But he cried out all the more, “Son of David, have
mercy on me!” And Jesus stopped and commanded him to be brought to him. And when he
came near, he asked him, “What do you want me to do for you?” He said, “Lord, let me recover
my sight.” And Jesus said to him, “Recover your sight; your faith has made you well.” And
immediately he recovered his sight and followed him, glorifying God. And all the people, when
they saw it, gave praise to God.

He entered Jericho and was passing through. And behold, there was a man named Zacchaeus.
He was a chief tax collector and was rich. And he was seeking to see who Jesus was, but on
account of the crowd he could not, because he was small in stature. So he ran on ahead and
climbed up into a sycamore tree to see him, for he was about to pass that way. And when Jesus
came to the place, he looked up and said to him, “Zacchaeus, hurry and come down, for I must
stay at your house today.” So he hurried and came down and received him joyfully. And when
they saw it, they all grumbled, “He has gone in to be the guest of a man who is a sinner.” And
Zacchaeus stood and said to the Lord, “Behold, Lord, the half of my goods I give to the poor.
And if | have defrauded anyone of anything, I restore it fourfold.” And Jesus said to

him, “Today salvation has come to this house, since he also is a son of Abraham. For the Son of
Man came to seek and to save the lost.”

This is the Word of the Lord! Thanks be to God!



