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1st Scripture    May 18, 2025 

Psalm 46 NRSV 

God is our refuge and strength, 

    a very present help in trouble. 

Therefore we will not fear, though the earth should change, 

    though the mountains shake in the heart of the sea; 

though its waters roar and foam, 

    though the mountains tremble with its tumult.  

There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, 

    the holy habitation of the Most High. 

God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be moved; 

    God will help it when the morning dawns. 

The nations are in an uproar, the kingdoms totter; 

    he utters his voice, the earth melts. 

The LORD of hosts is with us; 

    the God of Jacob is our refuge.   

Come, behold the works of the LORD; 

    see what desolations he has brought on the earth. 

He makes wars cease to the end of the earth; 

    he breaks the bow, and shatters the spear; 

    he burns the shields with fire. 

‘Be still, and know that I am God! 

    I am exalted among the nations, 

    I am exalted in the earth.’ 

The LORD of hosts is with us; 

    the God of Jacob is our refuge.   

 

                                       This is the Word of the Lord!     Thanks be to God! 
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2nd Scripture   May 18, 2025 

Luke 8: 26-39  ESV 

Then they sailed to the country of the Gerasenes, which is opposite Galilee. When Jesus had stepped 

out on land, there met him a man from the city who had demons. For a long time he had worn no 

clothes, and he had not lived in a house but among the tombs. When he saw Jesus, he cried out and fell 

down before him and said with a loud voice, “What have you to do with me, Jesus, Son of the Most 

High God? I beg you, do not torment me.” For he had commanded the unclean spirit to come out of the 

man. (For many a time it had seized him. He was kept under guard and bound with chains and 

shackles, but he would break the bonds and be driven by the demon into the desert.) Jesus then asked 

him, “What is your name?” And he said, “Legion,” for many demons had entered him. And they 

begged him not to command them to depart into the abyss. Now a large herd of pigs was feeding there 

on the hillside, and they begged him to let them enter these. So he gave them permission. Then the 

demons came out of the man and entered the pigs, and the herd rushed down the steep bank into the 

lake and drowned. 

When the herdsmen saw what had happened, they fled and told it in the city and in the country. Then 

people went out to see what had happened, and they came to Jesus and found the man from whom the 

demons had gone, sitting at the feet of Jesus, clothed and in his right mind, and they were afraid. And 

those who had seen it told them how the demon-possessed man had been healed. Then all the people of 

the surrounding country of the Gerasenes asked him to depart from them, for they were seized with 

great fear. So he got into the boat and returned. The man from whom the demons had gone begged that 

he might be with him, but Jesus sent him away, saying, “Return to your home, and declare how much 

God has done for you.” And he went away, proclaiming throughout the whole city how much Jesus had 

done for him.    This is the Word of the Lord!  Thanks be to God! 


