1%t Scripture for May 5, 2024
Matthew 13:1-9

That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. “Such great crowds gathered
around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on the

beach. °And he told them many things in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out to

sow. “And as he sowed, some seeds fell on the path, and the birds came and ate them up. *Other
seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and they sprang up quickly,
since they had no depth of soil. °But when the sun rose, they were scorched; and since they had
no root, they withered away. ‘Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked
them. ®Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty,

some thirty. °Let anyone with ears listen!”

This is the Word of the Lord, Thanks be to God



2"d Scripture for May 5, 2024

2 Corinthians 9: 6-15

The point is this: the one who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and the one who
sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. ‘Each of you must give as you have made up your
mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. °And God is able to
provide you with every blessing in abundance, so that by always having enough of everything,
you may share abundantly in every good work. °As it is written, “He scatters abroad, he gives
to the poor; his righteousness endures forever.” *°He who supplies seed to the sower and bread
for food will supply and multiply your seed for sowing and increase the harvest of your
righteousness. **You will be enriched in every way for your great generosity, which will
produce thanksgiving to God through us; ““for the rendering of this ministry not only supplies
the needs of the saints but also overflows with many thanksgivings to God. **Through the
testing of this ministry you glorify God by your obedience to the confession of the gospel of
Christ and by the generosity of your sharing with them and with all others, **while they long
for you and pray for you because of the surpassing grace of God that he has given

you. *Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift!

This is the Word of the Lord, Thanks be to God



